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Stone, Grace Zaring The Grotto 


Harper. Feb. 14, 1951. 249p. $3.00. 

The Grotto Mrs. Stone’s ninth published novel; 
the fifth published under her own name; four others 
she has published under the pseudonym, Ethel Vance. 
Readers who remember the excellence The Bitter 
Tea General Yen and Escape, (to choose sample 
from either side dual identity this skillful writer), 
will anticipate finding well-written, carefully plotted 
The Grotto, and they will not disappointed. 
But they may more than little dismayed the 
problem which Mrs. Stone has chosen attack her 
newest book. She handles the theme delicately, yet 
forcefully enough, and with the most proper moral 
attitude. But the nature the problem such 
make this book for adult readers only. 


Celia Thorne has vexing problem, and that her 
only child, the nineteen-year-old lad, Evan. She 
widow who has had make successful career 
decorator support herself and her son. She has 
brought Evan Europe for summer travel for 
two reasons: give herself needed rest from her 
work and get the boy away from situation which 
she fears has been seriously disturbing her son’s spiritual 
development. Their return New York delayed 
strike, and they are faced with the necessity 
waiting the heat Naples for their ship sail. 
Quite fortuitously, Celia meets old friend, Wilfred 
(Freddy) Foliot and invites her and her son stay 
while they must his villa along the coast the Bay 
Naples. “It’s perched steep cliff,” (he says), 
“there’s waterfall nearby, and mill that was built, 
they say, Tiberius. And best all there’s sea 
grotto underneath it. Bluish, not quite blue 
real grotto, though. The villa named 
after it.” 


the villa, during the days that they must wait for 
their return sailing, Celia confides Freddy her anxiety 
about Evan only begin realize that Freddy himself 
has become frightening danger Evan. The sus- 
picions which had been aroused her the odd 
behavior the chauffeur Alfia, Agata’s candid 
gossip, Freddy’s cynicism, Evan’s sudden decision 
stay for year Italy his own” are finally con- 
firmed Freddy’s unabashed challenge, and Celia 
manages save her son only the expense her 
own life. 

study mother’s horror the apprehension 
homosexuality her son, The Grotto 
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story. But Celia not completely sympathetic char- 
acter, possibly because she seems never that 
son’s character; she has planned his life for him, not 
this summer tour, but through all his years; 
she kas made him dependent completely upon her, and 
although she assures herself and Freddy that her love 
has not been selfishly possessive Evan, she has 
doubtless demanded most his attention and devo- 
tion. Evan not completely realized character 
the story, either; seen mostly through his mother’s 
account him; hardly more than attitude 
with name. Possibly, the explanation for this ap- 
parent paleness characterization realization 
the characters lies Mrs. Stone’s deliberate delicacy 
approaching the unwholesome problem she deal- 
ing with. Whether not this book, another mani- 
festation what seems growing fascination with 
problems this nature and indicative the resurgence 
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Stone Wylie 


old paganism, worth reading itself question. 
opinion, should restricted the mature, 
for all that Mrs. Stone has been most circumspect 
her treatment the theme. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 
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Philip The Disappearance 
Rinehart. Jan. 11, 1951. 405p. $3.50. 

Appropriating the machinery science-fiction, the 
Utopian novel, and the dream vision, Philip Wylie 
unfolds fable which treats the reader view 
two one-sex worlds engineered for the purpose eluci- 
dating his postulate the essentially instinctual nature 
man: “Nature, not man’s ideas, controls 

Ever since the publication Generation Vipers 
1943, this thesis has been the pivotal point the 
author’s sweeping condemnation humanity, society 
and civilization, reiterated for the past eight years with 
more less artistry but with undiminished vehemence 
and arrogance. This time pours his extravagant 
visionary theories into the fanciful mold fantastic 
fiction achieving thereby grotesquerie which robs this 
capricious fiction its generally entertaining 
character and highlights savagely the author’s uncon- 
scionable contempt for man, his institutions his 
cultures. 

While tending her gardenias her garden Miami, 
Florida, Paula Gaunt, attractive red-headed Ph.D. 
with aptitude for languages practical and esoteric, 
disappeared from the sight her husband, Dr. William 
Gaunt, philosopher, who that moment had 
turned his gaze away from the woman loved 
concentrate some abstract philosophical ideas. Paula 
finds herself world females, Dr. Gaunt 
world males. each world the problem that even- 
tually uppermost the minds the inhabitants 
about sex when there’s only one 


Although the males and females have lost complete 
contact with one another, they nonetheless occupy the 
same cities, the same homes they shared before the 
disappearance. Neither sex aware the nature 
cause the phenomenon, and each sex believes the 
other have vanished from the face the earth. 


The disappearance the females gives rise situations 
that cry out for the satirist’s barbed humour. But 
Wylie, obsessed with his role prophet’s disciple 
crying his Jungian wares Christian wilderness dis- 
torts the natural propensities his material, forcing 
service psychology that makes impossible 
demands upon reason and common sense. the male 
world the series events set off the disappearance 
bewilder, confound and finally reduce the males 
state bestiality. Explosions and fires occur wherever 
gas stoves had been turned but not lighted the 
whisked-away females. Cars which had been driven 
women crash wildly about. Boy babies fall onto the 
floor down flights stairs. Lovers find themselves 
embracing space. The Russian and American govern- 
ments accuse each other having sabotaged the female 
sex and atomic war breaks out. The Russians are 
bluffed into submission, but America anarchy 
threatens sexual frustration leads perversion and 
experiment. Annihilation looms the offing the 


males are faced with the realization that there 
substitute for sex. 

The hardships and terror experienced the 
their male-less world are tempered somewhat 
Wylie’s defense the female sex, defense both 
patronizing and chivalric spirit. enslaved 
the egotistical male since the beginning time, the 
women find themselves without government, 
ship, experienced hands all spheres 
essential efficient communal existence. They man. 
age organize sufficiently stave off total 
calling into use their heretofore disdained 
like the males, they can find substitute 
for sex, although Wylie spares them the bestial 
oration visits upon the males. 

these weird arenas, Wylie manipulates his char. 
acters, chiefly Dr. Gaunt, his wife Paula, and 
daughter Edwinna. Gaunt exists primarily 
piece for the author, and like all principal characters 
created Wylie this and his other serious novels 
allowed develop personality only within 
the limiting area the author’s thesis. This not 
say that Wylie does not create characters who would 
bleed pricked, for spite the Gargantuan burden 
Jungian concepts they are made bear, they are 
invested with sentimentality which gives them 
beat, however faint. Dr. Gaunt feeling deeply the 
his wife, works selflessly and courageously 
vicious world. Paula his counterpart the women’s 
arena, and Edwinna, initially despicable vixen, 
sentimentally chastened the shocks suffered the 
nightmarish society the females. Nevertheless, 
apparent they are contrived with purpose. Through 
them, particularly Dr. Gaunt, the author unleashes his 
usual assault everything the human intellect has 
achieved from the beginning time the present day, 
exclusive the psychology Freud and Jung. 

Just the exigencies his thesis have damaging 
effect the characterization, they cause the 
slender props his plot creak and finally fall apart 
the climax. More unforgivable are the illogicalities 
which riddle the fantasy. return for the reader’s 
ingness accept possible the initial premise 
which the fantasy constructed, the novelist must 
guarantee that all succeeding events will handled 
logically, wonderfully, and skillfully. The reader’s 
fidence the novelist must justified; must 
rewarded for his willingness suspend disbelief. 
fantasy, this novel defrauds and betrays. 
failure. 


Although Wylie mean craftsman his material 
too pretentious aesthetically acceptable and too 
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ofensive intellectually and morally warrant less than 
drastic condemnation. The spectacle presents 
the final scene, absurd beyond criticism, reveals Dr. 
Gaunt and Paula—walking through park after the 
reunion the sexes has taken place—philosophizing 
the bright prospects brave new world, they 
pick their way over the prostrate forms copulating 
couples last free the taboos and superstitions im- 
posed upon their instinctual nature the deposed 
usurper, Reason. 

Philip Wylie graceless Quixote who has read too 
much Jung. With undisguised hostility anticipates 
the judicious thrusts adverse criticism 
logical errantry accusing his critics imaginative 
bias which prevents them from recognizing the truly 
instinctual nature man because they dread any 
change their personal identity. those cour- 
ageous enough master that primordial fear have 
been able understand, benefit by, psychology”. 
Then again childishly accuses his unsympathetic 
critics intellectual bias. “When you open book,” 
says, “you the faith and assurance that you 
are already master what contains and that the 
author has written only you may prove him wrong!” 


Quixotism Wylie limited extravagant talk. The 
venerable Madman Mancha was fearless dis- 
position. would act upon ideal regardless 
consequences his own person. Wylie, the other 
hand, disposes the question action Jung’s hypo- 
thesis safely laying the problem the broad lap 
evolution: man who thinks ahead his era and 
who knows beyond its common knowledge must only 
write written about. His sole opportunity 
advise the future. Action along his lines impossible; 
the lag the evolution awareness prohibits action.” 


Lawrence Pontrelli, 


Department English, 
University Scranton 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—FEBRUARY 
SELECTION 


Wilson, Donald Powell Six Convicts 
Rinehart. Feb. 1951. 369p. $3.50. 


During the early 1930’s, Dr. Wilson, professor psy- 
chology, was appointed the United States Public 


Wilson Manchester 
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Health Service position the staff Fort Leaven- 
worth Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas. Primarily 
concerned with research project determine the con- 
nection any between drug addiction and criminality, 
the author was furnished staff six convicts 
helpers. The book account his efforts sub- 
ject incoming convicts various types psychological 
tests, with the help the assistants just mentioned, and 
learn far could why some men commit 
crimes and others not. You may immediately con- 
clude that such book would dull, but you would 
wrong. Dr. Wilson certainly humorist well 
philosopher, with the result that some the pages 
are funny any that you have ever read. 


The convicts trusted Dr. Wilson because was under 
strict orders from the warden tell the latter nothing. 
Even though the author learned impending jail- 
break, was under strict orders not tell the warden 
anyone else. The convicts were aware this ar- 
rangement and accordingly permitted the author 
become closely associated with them and their prob- 
lems. learned much about the functioning the 
convicts’ minds, and makes clear that there 
“typical” convict. There much variety within the 
big walls prison there outside them. 


What impressions are left with you after reading the 
Although Dr. Wilson writes very sympatheti- 
cally the prison chaplains, and especially Father 
Dowd, evident that makes connection be- 
tween crime and sin. There little evidence that the 
author believes moral laws moral responsibility. 
There seems little evidence that the author be- 
lieves that man has free will. evidently believes 
that certain forces circumstances force man 
certain things; hence there personal responsibility 
for any action performed. Then, too, there fair 
amount profanity, although the author has ruled out 
many the more common explosive words used 
the convicts, words “without which”, observes, 
“we could not conduct war”. Adults will find many 
chapters extremely interesting and very informa- 
tional. 


Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


* 


Manchester, William Disturber the Peace 
The Life and Riotous Times Mencken. Harper. 
Jan. 1951. 336p. $3.75. 


recent years has become the fashion for the great 
and the near great help the writing their own 
biographies lending generous assistance would-be 
Boswells while they themselves are still alive. Thus 
Philip Jessup could publish his admirable study the 
life elder statesman Elihu Root. like manner, 
William Manchester has become the beneficiary the 
same policy with regard the life and riotous times 
masterpiece, least charity demands that the young 
man’s courage given its due. brief, Mencken’s 
complex personality simply does not come alive within 
the confines brash and hastily written book. 


— 
ail 
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If, however, the reader happens unacquainted 
with the subject matter, this writing furnishes the best 
primer for that purpose. This not said belittle 
the author disparage his work. has suffered 
too much unkind criticism the hands the re- 
viewers. For first book altogether creditable 
performance. What causes one gnash one’s teeth 
that Mr. Manchester appears have made little use 
his opportunity. Perhaps from overeagerness pub- 
lish has allowed himself produce fine piece 
journalism that too apt and uncritical justice 
his The author tries his best behave im- 
partially. Yet much too close Mencken. And 
writes too soon after making his acquaintance. 


best the task confronting any biographer Balti- 
more’s bad boy formidable. Give Mr. Manchester 
credit for tackling with sincerity and determination. 
many questions come mind which cannot find 
ready answer. Was Mencken true Nietzschean? Man- 
chester thinks that, philosophically speaking, was 
Mencken’s Nietzsche and not Nietzsche’s Nietzsche 
which the sought foist the American 
people. Was Christian atheist, patriot rene- 
gade? told this biographer—when thought him- 
self close what you damn well please. 
But sure tell I’ve always been Christian. 
and when Answer that question adequately and 
you will have solved the riddle that was and 
Mencken. 


nature vulgar fellow. (he himself once 
announced publicly) prefer ‘Tom Jones’ ‘The 
Rosary’, Rabelais the Elsie books, the Old Testa- 
ment the New, the expurgated parts Gulliver’s 
Travels those that are left. delight beer 
stews, limericks, burlesque shows, New York City 
and the music Haydn, that beery, delightful old 
rascal! swear the presence old ladies and 
archdeacons. When the mercury above ninety- 
five, dine shirt sleeves and write poetry 


naked” (p. 44). 


Supposing that the biographer does confine himself 
the “facts”, the result Mencken’s case apt 
most misleading, particularly the man talking about 
himself. understood properly, must inter- 
preted. 


Mr. Manchester knows that well anyone else. 
Therefore careful now and then take issue with 
his hero, though the impression unmistakable that, 
and large, Mr. Mencken can wrong. More- 
over the author’s efforts appear impartial suffer not- 
ably since one can readily discern that even the “facts” 
are cast the very manner and style his Master. 
imitation the sincerest form flattery, then this 
the laudatory biography the year. old hands 
who are familiar with Mencken the original, this 
attempt emulate him borders literary imperti- 
nence. 


Nor has the author been able forego the temptation 
insert occasional vulgarisms his own the writ- 
ing. What benefit justifies the interpolation these 
lurid flashes, this reviewer quite unable see. 
comprehensive bibliographical essay appended the 


Ross 


end the text and Index follows. The format 

the book excellent and the print most readable. 
Harry Kirwin, 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


HOUGHTON MIFFLIN LITERARY 
FELLOWSHIP AWARD 


Ross, Fred Jackson Mahaffey 
Houghton Mifflin. Jan. 22, 1951. 308p. $3.00. 


Give cheer for author Ross and his discerning Yankee 
publishers, because their combined efforts are bound 
give cheer you, the reader. Mr. Ross, his 
novel, has invented lively-minded, larrupin’, 
lad named Jackson Mahaffey and let him loose some 
up-country Carolina counties fight 
himself from lazy bachelorhood into marriage and elec. 
tion the Carolina State Senate. 


Jackson Mahaffey what, his own time, would 
been called rascal with enough 
deeming qualities make him tolerable more moral 
men and women his immediate community. 
whiskey drinker, (he makes his own high proof stuf 
from corn his own raising), but not drunkard: 
he’s scrapper not above using knuckle-dusters 
knife, but seldom throws the first punch; will 
cheat, but only those figures would cheat him 
they could; and gambler, but ready his 
losses when, rarely happens, cannot succeed 
winning his wager. And exists only the 
tic tall-tales the Paul Bunyan tradition, still 
healthy specimen the indigenous American 
nation and very welcome relief from the regiment 
Proustian neurotics who have dominated the literary 
fiction the last two three decades this 
nent. There isn’t hint complex repression 
Jackson Mahaffey. And what more, the 
acters Mr. Ross surrounds his “hero” with are hearty, 
homespun and their own ways each prodigious 
is. There’s the old miller, Turner, who 
caught the widow Cornelia; yankee-hater merchant 
Dumas Hudson, “Honest” Mott Ledbetter, leader 
the riff-raff and “slickest crook Parker County”, the 
villain the piece, with his two henchmen, Jake and 
Catfish Edwards; Big Ben Fundy, venal 
Howell County; Mr. Hadley, Preacher Zack, Gum, 
Isaac, General, Mis’ Tabitha Miles; and the fighting 
cock, Raymond, (which once was Mott’s); the dog 
Preach, and the cat, Thomas; the mule, Kate; and, 
course, Miss Molly Burns, who becomes Mrs. Jackson 
Mahaffey without too much fuss. 


Jackson was coming back, one summer night, 
cock-fight which lost his prize cock, Longstreet, 
and replace him “saved” prime Arkansas Traveler 
from raid the sheriff, when sudden rainstorm 
forced him halt and take refuge revival meeting 
where first sees Molly Burns. 
Jackson had been lazy young feller who was letting 
the land and the big house his father had left him 
ruin while fished and fiddled and fought his 
Molly the same time that sets protective 
planation for his possession the stolen cock has 
named Raymond. Then heavy rain washes out the 
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only patch corn had planted, and which had 
planned distill for and also 
away and wrecks the Wright Brothers’ grinding 
mill, Turner unemployed. The providential 
food had, however, cut new creek channel through 
bottomland, and Turner build their 
mill and set themselves business bar- 
that almost wrecks Jackson’s romance with Molly. 
The rift short-lived and Jackson and Molly marry. 
takes Molly little time and little arguing get 
lackson her church, (“the sprinklin’ 
Methodists”), but she wins and, for time, Jackson 
gives Whiskey, tobacco, and swearing. When 
hackslides, determines prove his worth Molly 
running for State Senator, against the long-time in- 
cumbent, Pinckney Lilly. That contest takes all 
cunning and conniving win, including 
long gamble cockfight between his Raymond and 
Mott Ledbetter’s Shuffler. 


All all, lot fun for grown-up readers, who 
will best appreciate the robustious and sly humors, the 
picaresque satire that spices the story. Mr. Ross tells 
his story with lean and dry economy words, keep- 
ing his dialect down the minimum without sacrificing 
the flavor up-country speech. obviously deserves 
the Houghton Mifflin award. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Troubled Sleep 


Sartre, Jean-Paul 
Knopf. Jan. 22, 1951. $3.50. 
Troubled Sleep, perhaps better than any other précis, 
novel, reveals the complex psycho- 
logical incubus under which the most currently popular 
form existentialism was conceived, gestated and 
brought the dismal light its being. power- 
ful portrait the effects conquest upon people, 
dinical study the anatomy futility and analysis 
the melancholy despair. Its reading shows clearly 
why existentialism never really took strong hold 
our shores despite the lecture tours Jean-Paul Sartre 
and Simone Beauvoir (La grande Sartreuse). Our 
psychological climate—save the overheated drawing 
rooms few sophisticates—has proved unfavorable 
bleak philosophy nothingness. 


This third volume Sartre’s tetralogy, Road 
takes the defeat France seen from 
the first days June 15, 1940, through the immediate 
aftermath the armistice. The Age Reason de- 
picted the drinking and the dissipations Left Bank 
wastrels pre-war France. The Reprieve consisted 
the anguish Munich week. 
Troubled Sleep now deals with the fall France. 
Roads Freedom” started out trilogy, has de- 
veloped into tetralogy and, what with the possibili- 
ties offered the enemy occupation and the post-war 
years, one begins wonder whether will not turn 


Troubled Sleep, Sartre adopts once again the kalei- 
technique copied with some changes from 
Dos Passos, order produce impression simul- 
taneity and paint composite canvas the totality 


events. There less artifice here than The 


Sartre 
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Reprieve and more good writing. Mathieu shooting his 
first German excellently done. 


The book divided into two parts. One meets the 
characters the previous volumes: Lopez, the exiled 
Spaniard New York, overwhelmed the defeat yet 
wrathful because the French did not help his cause 
Spain; Sarah and baby Pablo the mass exodus from 
Paris; Mathieu and the troops the second line aban- 
doned their officers, roistering the pause before 
the Germans appear, then fighting vainly and without 
hope when the battle begins; Daniel, the pervert, nar- 
cotizing himself with visions the virility the con- 
querors and meanwhile chasing after wishy-washy 
Philippe; Boris and Lola Marseilles, their situations 
reversed—where Lola formerly had beg caresses 
from her younger paramour, now Boris who must 
press for affection from tired and reluctant Lola. 


The whole Part Two taken with Brunet, the 
Communist, going work among the prisoners, re- 
organizing for the Party. dedicated man, fairly 
shrewd and well trained the Party tactic but has 
neither the brains nor the insight Schneider, the 
keen lawyer’s clerk from Bordeaux. Schneider beats 
Brunet his own dialectic but joins with him 
nevertheless, simply have something live for, 
have motive for carrying on. 


fact, Brunet’s work with Schneider and Boris’ leaving 
Lola continue the fight from England, are the 
only two spots whole flesh the gangrenous body 
the novel. Perhaps Mathieu shows healthy sign 
when commits himself—in existential parliance, be- 
comes “totally engaged” the chaos life—and dies 
fighting frantically hold off the invader for mere 
fruitless fifteen minutes. These incidents hint what 
the story omits completely, that is, the fact that there 
heroism even defeat, that greatness soul was not 
found utterly wanting the psyche the nation. 


But course, the existential credo can permit dalli- 
ance with the concept hope. Man cannot look 
the stars. must keep his head down, eyes 
the dark ground—like the other animals. for this 
reason that Troubled Sleep gives one-sided view 
the fall France—a powerful picture, but sadly 
incomplete. Thus too, the title French, mort 
dans carries ever much more 
might also added that this the reason why existen- 
tialism France today has, for the most part, relegated 
itself either the Sorbonne classroom where Jean 
Wahl dissects its philosophical implications with cold 
scientific surgery, the Bohemian cellars where 
amoral group whose pretended gospel (good news) 
L’étre néant, cavorts exactly would have 
under any other aegis. 
The English version Troubled Sleep, toned down 
is, carries the four-letter language somewhat beyond 
the limits decency, say nothing art. While this 
may accord with existentialism’s pre-occupied ab- 
sorption with the viscous side life, still excuse 
for type pseudo-art that Mauriac has come call 
“excrementialism”. 

Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 

Department Romance Languages, 

Fordham University, 

New York, 
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Baum, Vicki Danger from Deer 
Doubleday. Feb. 1951. 309p. $3.00. 

There nothing particularly fresh and new about the 
theme this novel. Nor the solution character 
with the central individual the author has postulated. 
And while there probably are women like Ann Ambros, 
beautiful, admired, and ruthless the degree that they 
wreck the lives those who love them best—the 
realist wonders why the victims, otherwise intelligent 
and normally self-protective, inevitably prove stupidly 
weak the face determined selfishness, especially 
those who possess means escape not dominance. 


The title comes from sign English deer pary: 
“Danger from Deer! The public are warned that 
dangerous close these animals.” Like the 
gentle-seeming deer, Ann Ambros was dangerous, until 
the night her step-daughter Joy pushed her off speed- 
ing train, desperate effort prevent Ann from 
breaking her son’s marriage. the elderly woman 
plodded through Nevada rain succor, the events 
her life flashed through her mind; and are there- 
shown the “justification” for Joy’s act. see 
Ann’s teen-age infatuation for famous Austrian vio- 
who married her sister and her own marriage 
Hawaiian planter whose life she wrecked, her bring- 
ing about her sister’s death and her subsequent mar- 
riage the violinist, the loss their money and her 
firing their home for the insurance his precious 
violin, the interference her daughter’s love affairs, 
her threatened ruin her son’s marriage, and finally 
her contrition and purpose amendment. The fact 


that woman who had lived sixty-odd years justifying 
her selfishness would probably justify herself the end, 


and that the daughter whose money she lived had 
obvious weapon with which keep her check 
without resorting murder, seems beside the point 
the author. Some the episodes are entertaining: San 
Francisco the turn the century, the historical fire, 
old Vienna. The writing competent and practiced, 
might expected from author with sixteen 
earlier novels from her typewriter, but nowise 
distinguished. 

Helen Butler, Ph.D., 

Department 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Bornstein, Joseph The Politics Murder 
Sloane. Jan. 1951. 295p. $4.00. 

The purpose this quite readable volume imple- 
ment the author’s thesis that murder political 
device, though one the oldest ingredients the 
political scene, has become well developed and 
highly organized technique our time, deserve 
special scrutiny. Murder with political results can 
traced least, Mr. Bornstein points out, far back 
Romulus and Remus (and perhaps permissible 
inquire whether, following his thesis about the 
tical implications murder, the case Cain and Abel 
might not call for mention)—and examples other 
notable murders following the founding Rome are 
listed: Julius Caesar, the killings Bartholomew’s 
Day 1572, the murder Czar Peter III Russia 
1762, and that Abraham Lincoln 1865. 


Baum Bornstein Sherman 


Best 


But Mr. Bornstein begins his detailed examination 
the political implications murder with the assassing. 
tion Archduke Ferdinand Sarajevo 1914, 
then steps somewhat out chronological sequence 
dwell the murders Japanese polit. 
cians that preceded Harbor and made possible 
for the military take over the government. The 
and Bolshevik approaches the technique 
are also sketched briefly. 

More detailed consideration given eight cases, 
them within the past four decades, the central figure 
being: the Italian politician Giacomo Matteotti, the 
Russian “white” generals Koutiepov and Miller, 
bosom friend Ernst Roehm (who gets the most detailed 
treatment, because the putsch which died had 
many victims, and because the notorious nature 
Roehm’s life and career); Austria’s leader 
King Alexander Jugoslavia and Minister 
Ignace Reiss, GPU agent; and, finally, Leon Trotsky, 
last chapter works chronologically backward, dis 
cuss some the stranger aspects the death Lenin, 
which Bornstein feels Stalin have been deeply 
implicated, though not possible prove 
sively that Lenin’s death was other than 
result complex diseases. 

goes without saying that this frightening 
perhaps the chapters that possess this quality most are 
those dealing with the Bavarian purge Roehm and 
all the others whom Hitler had come feel that 
could not trust; and with the cold-blooded ‘shooting 
down Dollfuss. 

the piling statistics about political murders 
our time, Mr. Bornstein has done much prove his 
ingenious thesis that political murder, though nothing 
new, has this age, because rapid communications 
and travel, affected more people and vaster sections 
the globe than the killings other ages. The book 
also demonstrates, proof were needed, the appalling 
cheapness life, even high places, our time. 
will interesting those whose field study 


contemporary politics, though perhaps only 


the strong-stomached will able stand the 
than-Senecan piling corpses. 
Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Sherman, Richard Kindred Spirit 
Little, Brown. Feb. 1951. 148p. $2.50. 


The response the reader Kindred Spirit could 
vary all the way from sympathy contempt for the 
central character. any event, and ridiculous the 
story itself really is, general opinion must have allow 
that such situation could exist. 

Heroine Miss Naomi Lynch, tweedy 
writer successful mystery stories that feature the 
ploits lady sleuth, Felicia Flint. forty-five, 
Lynch can reminisce birth and early life St. Louis, 
college the west, failure write the manner 
Jane Austen but, through hard work, success 
field thriller fiction under the pseudonym, with 
apologies Jane, Elizabeth Darcy. When she wearies 
travel and settles down New York, suddenly 


~ 
rale 
tur 


the 
1914, ang 
sequence 
ade possible 
ent. The 


que 


eight cases, 
central figures 
Matteotti, 
Miller, 
died had 
ious nature 
ader 
ister 
dis 
leath Lenin, 
been deeply 
prove 
natural 


most are 
Roehm and 
feel that 
oded ‘shooting 


cal murders 
prove his 
ter sections 
book 
the appalling 
time. 
study 
perhaps only 
the 


Science, 
America, 


indred Spirit 


Spirit could 
for the 
iculous the 
have allow 


tweedy 
the 
orty-five, Miss 
St. Louis, 
manner 
uccess the 
donym, with 
she wearies 


suddenly 


15, 1951 


and alone, she becomes dimly aware that 
hers synthetic, surface happiness. She who had 
cultivated self-sufficiency must try again escape 
the fictional Felicia who personalized for her the beauty, 
and social success she herself had never had. 
One other thing she gave Felicia—a husband, one Am- 
had always politely removed himself before 
Felicia commenced her investigations and whom 
their completion she always intimated her intention 
return. 

Exhausted overwork the current Felicia, Naomi 
turns from her typewriter for diversion. This, for such 
personality, must necessarily limited nature. 
She takes out membership the neighborhood Book 
Nook where, inconspicuous her colorless ensemble, 
she melts into the library shelves. But new and 
exciting life soon begins when she observes that the 
hooks she most enjoys have invariably just been read 
one Brown. The chase on, and Miss Lynch, 
now Felicia, (it might even Elizabeth Darcy), 
out identify the kindred spirit who shares her 
teste literature. 

But the process slow, frustrating one. Miss Lynch 
loses her appetite, she takes sedatives, she becomes 
She persuades Mrs. Vere, terse man- 
ageress the library, and the blank-minded 
her assistant, furnish leads identifying the mys- 
reader. That the unknown Willard Brown 
adds fuel the fire; that actually lives the next 
apartment almost too much for Miss Lynch’s over- 
developed imagination. 

When Willard Brown’s servant-girl, thrown into hys- 
terics discovering his body, 
posited his bathtub that there would muss, 
runs Naomi’s maid for comfort, Miss Lynch’s bubble 
bursts. 

What would have happened some skill she did 
not possess she had been able communicate with 
Brown before his fatal decision suicide? The 
reader leaves Naomi eyeing the drawer her night 
table—where her sleeping capsules lie. 


This primarily character study and the personality 
Naomi Lynch (and incidentally that her kindred 
spirit) becomes quite real under Mr. Sherman’s direc- 
tion. The general effect the book one despera- 
tion—a sad comment the emptiness some lives. 
From the psychological point view many people 
might fascinated enough sit down and enjoy 
Kindred Spirit for what worth. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Taming the Arts 
$3.50. 


Jelagin, Juri. 

Dutton. Jan. 29, 333p. 
Jelagin’s Taming the Arts absorbing account 
the specially fattened Soviet class creative and 
artists about whose over-all merit there 
could little dispute even this disputatious decade. 
Though the book quite personal narrative, really 
biography told terms the author’s association with 
the Vakhtangov Theatre, the Conservatory, 
the USSR State Jazz Band, and, for short time, with 
the USSR State Symphony Orchestra, and though the 
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Jelagin 
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author explicit his comment personalities 
international prominence, such Alexi Tolstoy, Pro- 
koviev, and David Oystrakh, well the aesthetic 
policy the Soviet hierarchy, Taming the Arts lacks 
the self-righteous vituperation and fails make fawn- 
ing contrast the state the arts America which 
might expected from our exhausting experience with 
recent exile and commie-convert literature. 
This is, blessedly, not Jelagin’s way. performer, 
student, and minor composer, Jelagin had pretty good 
life Communist Russia. Because his position 
the theatre, what would call “pit musician”, 
was able pull certain official strings which blotted 
out his capitalistic ancestry and was able manipulate 
the legal obliteration uncle, who lived, suspi- 
ciously, abroad. dexterously playing off one govern- 
ment bureau against another, was able evade 
taking administrative post undesirable prov- 
ince. the events this placid chronicle, the 
mildness his narrative style, the author, now mem- 
ber the Houston Symphony Orchestra, demonstrates 
his mastery the soft and softening word. 
Taming the Arts not study contrasts between 
the inept application Communist doctrine the 
public arts and the American way —say, Texas, 
where philistine hostility dissolved the simpler 
method having the conductor leading orchestra 
appear, for the press photographers, cowboy clothes. 
Indeed, Jelagin’s tragi-comic report the vulgarization 
Russian art seems suggest, one reviewer anyway, 
that, the historian twentieth century culture, the 
forcible imposition artistic standards the uncertain 
predilections Stalin and proletarian theorists 
part single contemporary process which 
includes the repeated command performances The 
Merry Widow Hitlerized Munich and the coercive 
influence Hollywood executives, the Hooper rat- 
ing, and the managers our two national concert 
syndicates, who, according Virgil Thomson, have 
standardized repertory and programs “at the level 
the least cultivated The results each coun- 
try are not unlike: music becomes kind “high-class 
vaudeville”. The format Stalin concert resembles 
nothing much the Telephone Hour, unless 
that stage show Radio City Music Hall. Many 
the methods which talent organized for the 
demands mass media are the same both coun- 
tries: for example, the selection subject matter and 
even dictation form executives—in Russia fre- 
quently ignorant and philistine bureaucrats and the 
United States frequentiy ignorant 
businessmen—who use inordinate luxury 
tant finance bludgeon artists into conformity. 
The book one which anyone interested 
music, the theatre, the cultural effects the mass 
market will find worth reading, not only for its account 
the debasement the Russian arts, but for objective 
insight into little known side Soviet life where, for 
time, freedom maintained solitary stand. The book 
has rich store anecdotes about many prominent 
Russians, political and non-political, famous 
famous. 

Joseph Cotter, 

John Carroll University, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
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Baldwin, Faith The Whole Armor 
Rinehart. Feb. 1951. 334p. $3.00. 


There are over sixty novels Faith Baldwin listed 
the front this, her latest. Like the others this 
light romance, expertly plotted, facilely written, con- 
cerned with the problems and trials everyday people. 
the best tradition Satevepost stories, well 
written radio serials, and you like them, you will 


like this. 


One charcater predominates, Paul Lennox, pastor 
Protestant congregation somewhere New York City. 
About year his life given, during which grows 
humility and charity—becomes more human—from 
his contacts with the ordinary people his flock. Him- 
self, not ordinary, being over six feet, handsome, 
strong, unattached, and dedicated his work. Al- 
though love with Connie Marshall, believes mar- 
riage not for him since wants dedicate himself 
gradually brought see that his dedication some 
ways kind glorying his own strength, and not 
the pure service God thought. The final realiza- 
tion this comes the end when polio reduces him 
helplessness for time, and dependence others, 
particularly Connie, whom, comes realize, 
should marry. 


pleasant, chatty book, written expert, and 
brings home many good lesson charity the pastor 
tries live out the precepts the Bible. Catholics 
can learn much from and perhaps feel more sym- 
pathetic the next Protesant minister they meet. 
the whole good writing, lacking great distinction 
depth, but readable and sound, except one in- 
stance where divorce condoned. 


Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington 17, 


Hindus, Maurice Magda 


Doubleday. Feb. 1951. 314p. $3.00. 

This unimportant novel old hand the 
trade. Drawing his experiences immigrant, 
Hindus spins story about young Pole, Mike Koziol, 
who comes America seek the usual fame and for- 
tune. lands Brooklyn; works there for while; 
tacitly rejected the lady the house’s daughter. 
Finally growing tired the city, 
uncle’s parting advice “Go out the land”. Acting 
the advice, hires out up-state New York 
farmer, Titus Lockwood. quickly meets Dan Baxter, 
neighbor, who married Magda, Polish girl, after 
whom the book named. Dan and Magda are un- 
happily married, and course Mike quickly falls 
love with her. There are many vicious stories about 
Magda and her escapades. Mike hears them, continues 
love her, but when she tries seduce him, rejects 
her. Shortly after this, Dan Baxter, now poor 
health, hires young Ukrainian immigrant, Yurko, 
who has come America earn the passage for his 
fiancée. Mike and Yurko become fast friends. How- 
ever Yurko falls victim Magda. Just before his 
fiancée arrives, Magda discovers that she the 
mother Yurko’s child. Yurko has gone off Penn- 


Baldwin Hindus Cunningham 


sylvania work. Dan commits suicide. Mike 
Titus’ offer deed him his property and goes Texas 
The final section the book some decades 
Mike has married the Brooklyn landlady’s 
and tremendous success. Still haunted the 
memory Magda, comes North look for 
finds her the owner dine and dance club, 
success. Her daughter has married and has child 
her own. Having found her, Mike returns his family, 
making silly meditation the determinism human 
affairs. 


The book built fairly pure doctrine 
ism. The effort reproduce the immigrant’s assault 
the English language unsuccessful and the mys 
tique the earth and sex rather The fre. 
quent use the Holy Name unnecessary. ‘for 
unexplainable. The book will not the average 
reader any harm, except deprive him three 
that these busy days can spent with more proft 
elsewhere. 

Rev. James Redding, 


Street, 
South Boston, Mass. 
Cunningham, Skeleton the Closet 
Dutton. Feb. 1951. 223p. $2.50. 


When two frightened boys tell the local constable 
small community, clustered about the homes 
dozen aristocrats secluded Southern valley, that 
they have found lurid skull near the river, the worthy 
Borden Elk sees himself enjoying the pleasant notoriety 
local mystery. But when the skull uncovered 
and found attached skeleton with piece 
wire wrapped tightly about the neck the grisly evidence 
murder upsets the worthy Elk that must 
mediately summon Jess Boden, the county sheriff into 
the case. For the first time his career Boden finds 
himself with leisurely murder mystery, there 
seems need solve immediately lest the killer 
add further victims. 


But unexpected difficulty arises. this small static 
community one can recall any mysterious 
ance during the last five years. Boden’s first move 
fix time for the crime correlating the 
tion earth the grave with local floods and high 
waters. finally finds that attractive girl left 
home the proper date and has never been heard 
since. The identity the corpse established but 
motive and killer are lacking. the whole community 
Gran Acres there seems plausible murderer. But 
the murderer has been disturbed Boden’s 
tion and one slight clue after another uncovered 
stirs into activity designed ensure his 
ment. The pace quickens when respected member 
the community injured seeming accident, dies 
and Boden begins suspect the killer’s identity. 
climax Boden’s midnight ride with the killer when 
the sheriff talks his way out series traps and 
secures the final admission. Jess Boden fans will like 
the story mostly for its atmosphere and the way 
which the sheriff operates. Others may find slow 
moving and over-easy solve. However, the book 
adequate mystery and suitable for adult readers. 
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Hale, Garth Substance Dream 
Dutton. Feb. 16, 1951. $3.00. 


The title the best part Garth Hale’s Substance 
Dream, character novel concerned with marriage. 
This rather boring story how Gayle Jacobs, 
efficient school teacher, and Lester Hood, her 
likeable but weak insurance agent husband, finally find 
understanding and strength marriage. Gayle’s dream 
was wedding—the crowning moment her life— 
wedding with Prince Charming. But after 
for seven years she despaired little realiz- 
ing her dream; when Lester Hood begins dating her 
finds pleasant and convenient fall love with 
the available man. Two modern young Americans 
the supposedly average type that might found 
the thousands any our cities, Gayle and Lester 
are carried through the normal differences male and 
female psychology and the usual struggle and adjust- 
ment many marriages. 


315p. 


Lester vain, childish and unthinking; when things 
wrong drinks too mainly due Gayle’s 
forbearance and mature sympathy that the marriage 
Lester’s flirtation with Gayle’s best friend, and 
financial crisis caused his tampering with firm 
This last near disaster marks the turning 
and when Lester sees that his only sustaining 
force has been his wife, forgets his childish pride, 
and turns over the inevitable new leaf. 


The 


Mr. Hale has good insight into 


reader will admire his accurate portrayal his two 
principal characters but will deplore the fact that they 


too many purposeless American marriages 
today. The novel slow starting and boresome 
its detailed repetitions, but picks interest 
works out the daily adjustments the Lester Hoods. 
Because its cheap and suggestive handling court- 
and bedroom scenes not suitable for the im- 
mature reader. Neither can one say that will enrich 
any reader’s literary recreational experience. 


Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Mead, Shepherd 
Tessie, The Hound Channel One 
Doubleday. Jan. $2.75. 


hard for write anything favorable about this 
novel. The author starts out with faintly amusing 
outline—the telegenic collie named the title 
becomes, overnight, the sensational favorite 
mental American televiewers, only lose her appeal 
when, through the contrivance the owner’s arch- 
enemy the television network, she mothers litter 
pups and loses all interest camera mugging. Any 
merit the plot might have had smart-alecked away 
the author’s spurious treatment the human char- 
acters the story, treatment that implies the au- 
stamp approval conduct that variously 
amoral, cynical, and unnatural. Perhaps not fair 
make the preceding observation without sup- 
plying concrete instances evidence, but really the 
book too slight and unimportant for the trouble 
involved. The author makes some attempts, too, 
for the television world what The Hucksters did for 


Hale Mead Pestalozzi 
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the advertising world, and result, some alarming 
revelations are made about the general ignorance, short- 
sightedness, and selfishness television advertisers, pro- 
gram directors and producers. Mead’s report true, 
then television, popular nationwide medium 
communication, has little promise for the future. But 
think that the author doesn’t know what talking 
about, whether the subject people, television, 
dogs. Mead, with all the charming naiveté the 
uninformed, casually describes Tessie weighing 150 
pounds. Doesn’t know that even massive male 
collie seldom weighs And that’s typical. Not 
recommended anyone. 

Joseph Belvedere, 

Department English, 

University Scranton 


Pestalozzi, Heinrich The Education Man 
Translated from the German Heinz and Ruth Norden. 
Philosophical Library, Inc. 1951. 93p. $2.75. 

This well printed book collection some four 
hundred “pithy sayings and aphorisms” taken from the 
writing the well known Swiss teacher youth, 
whose life spanned the last half the eighteenth and 
the first quarter the nineteenth centuries. Who 
made the selection arranged them ten brief chap- 
The book gives clue. All the chapters but 
one are thematic and suggest the following ideas: the 
individual, the home, education, brotherhood, poverty, 
justice and liberty, truth and wisdom, the world and 
God. introduction William Kilpatrick gives 
brief appraisal Pestalozzi’s influence education 
his life-time and the years subsequent his 
eath. 


Kilpatrick sees Pestalozzi one who “seems have 
anticipated some the most advanced thinking our 
day, philosophical and educational”. This impression 
Kilpatrick seems stem from three sayings Pesta- 
lozzi quoted (with elision and interpolation) from pages 
thirty-six and seven. There are other passages the 
book which this reviewer believes might have served 
the purpose beter. 


that may, would not difficult show with 
many quotations (without benefit elision inter- 
polation) that apparently Pestalozzi anticipated much 
also that “modern education” has not yet discovered. 


For instance the first saying beginning the chapter, “The 
Education Man” reads follows: “The higher pur- 
pose education prepare the individual make 
free and self-reliant use all the faculties with which 
the Creator has endowed him, and direct these 
faculties that they may perfect all human life; each 
individual, his proper place, should able act 
the instrument the omnipotent, all-knowing Power 
that has called him into being” (p. 31). 


Other sayings should less interesting 
education”. From many equally appropriate quota- 
tions, select the following: “That perfect love God 
and our neighbor, which essential requirement 
our nature, grows most perfectly the devout and 
gladsome enjoyment our family life” (p. 
children, the teaching their parents will always 
the core, and for the schoolmaster, can give 
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thanks God able put decent shell about 
the core” (p. And finally, “You must band your 
children the direction they must almost before 
they know the difference between right and left. They 
will thank you the end their days that they have 
been trained for good ends and fitted the yoke 
our wretched life, before they knew why was being 


done” (p. 34). 


times the reviewer had the impression that two op- 
posed personalities were speaking from the pages the 
book, philosopher naturalism and Christian 
deeply religious nature. (The chronology the quota- 
tions would interesting!) However, the latter seemed 
always have the upperhand and breaks forth 
every chapter. His faith God, his love for the poor 
and his reverence for the home are clearly evident. 
The chapter, “Hearth and Home” contained many 
deeply moving passages that have lost none their 


importance today. 


This slender, full-size book will make good hour’s 
interesting reading. has been generously printed 
that there are actually less than pages text matter. 
The translation has the flawless quality not being 
translation but rendering thought very readable 


prose. 
Edward Stanford, O.S.A., 
Augustinian College, 
Washington 17, 


Roulston, Marjorie You Can Start All Over 
Harper. Jan. 31, 1951. 141p. $2.50. 


About ten years ago, Marjorie Hillis, from her personal 
experience, brought forth Live Alone and Like It, 
handy guide for the “bachelor-girl”. Now, from her 
own widowhood, she has compiled new manual for 
the widow divorcee. The little volume professes 
assist solving the problems establishing new, 
solitary domicile, obtaining job, mourning con- 
ventions, the social obligations divorcees, han- 
dling the men one’s life. Each theoretical section 
annotated case histories Mrs. G., Mrs. X., 
etcetera, who either follow the principles the book 
and achieve serenity, ignore them and smash their 
lives forever. 


There something specious and frivolous about all 
this. The histories” are patent fiction. The view- 
point the author insidiously materialistic em- 
phasis upon superficies without once probing the 
essence the condition. Further, even its own 
terms the work fraud. The case-histories abound 
examples women who, determined not 
burden society, just set themselves and produce 
the airiest little hats fanciest little novelties, which 
sell like hotcakes and net the neatest little income for 
the enterprising resolute. However, advice neces- 
sary, the real need for the widow would guide 
how and where find occupation occupational 
training. sad indeed that Mrs. Roulston’s assist- 
ance confined the suggestion that the women 
out and discover that she has had all along flair. 


all justice one cannot avoid noting that the author 
solved her problem turning into book, but then 
the author special case. 


Roulston Plus 


difficult imagine public for this work, 
what little useful advice contains obvious 
any rational woman knows instinctively, and 
irrational woman won’t read seek advice 
After all, except nations where suttee 
about sixty percent all married women 
have faced such conditions this book 
without brisk and bright hundred and forty-one pag: 
manual. 


You Can Start All Over sign neurotic time 
of, more probably, neurotic segment the time 
and for its materialistic approach and for its 
uselessness can recommended one. 


Doris Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Plus, Raoul, S.J. Shepherd Untended 
Newman. Jan. 13, 1951. 180p. $2.50. 


undeniable weakness the Church France 
the eve the Revolution 1789 was the close ident. 
fication her clergy with the nobility and 
class the people. Yet was this very period tha 
there appeared Father John Moye. dedicated 
life the service the poor, who were then spit 
itually abandoned. aid him his work 
ceeded, spite tremendous obstacles, establishing 
new institute, the Sisters Divine Providence. 
the age fulfilled long-cherished dream, and 
went missionary China where remained 
ten years. His work there has continued the present 
day through the Society Christian Virgins, which 
was similar purpose the Sisters Divine 
dence. returned his native land 1784, but 
forced leave when the revolutionary government 
intensified its campaign against the Church 
Two years later died. His cause canonization 
was introduced Rome 1891, and the herocity 
his virtues was approved the Congregation 


1945. 


Such career, varied and beneficial the Church 
and society, provided ready-made material for inter 
esting biography. There would need straining 
the truth inventing dramatic dialogues. Among the 
men who wrote about Father Moye was Georges Goyau, 
the noted historian. But all these books were French 
and with the exception brochure, were not 
lated into English. result the details Father 
Moye’s life are unknown most American readers. 
ters James Aloysius and Mary Generosa have remedied 
this defect the first full-length biography thei 
venerable founder. This not independent work 
but translation the biography Raoul Plus, 
who has done much popularize ascetical 


The present life falls naturally into three main 
sions. The first concerned with the early life 
Father Moye, and the foundation the Sisters 
Divine Providence. also gives summary 
books, that Father Moye wrote, the principles the 
religious life. Then discusses the trials and triumphs 
his apostolate China. the final section 
plains why returned France, the outbreak the 
Revolution, and his exile Treves. His unselfish 
untiring labors for the victims typhus led his 
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1793. The concluding chapter shows how the 
Divine Providence not only survived the per- 
the French Revolution but have become 
world-wide institute. 


Plus points out many similarities between the 
aims and methods Father Moye and St. Vincent 
Paul for the poor and oppressed people France. 
sees him fervent disciple the great apostle 
the Orient, St. Francis Xavier. The practices 
piety, Father Moye recommended for his own 
Congregation, are eminently practical, especially for 
those engaged the instruction youth. Arch- 
Lucey San Antonio justly observes fore- 
word his love for the poor has message for his 
century and ours”. 
minor weakness this book its lack historical 
background. Vivid pen-pictures the spiritual condi- 
France before the Revolution would have en- 
abled appreciate the necessity Father Moye’s 
work and the magnitude his achievement. Similarly 
there account the governing dynasty China 
the enighteenth century nor any explanation for its 
hostility the Church. 
The major criticism concerns the English edition. 
‘Traditore, Traduttore” familiar Italian proverb. 
The translators have followed the French original too 
Some sentences remind pupil making 
his first translation from foreign language. Here are 
just few samples. “Not always, however, are people 
aware the influences best forming their character” 
(p. 38). “They could evangelize only partly here” (p. 
“But then much easier also the psychological 
explanation” (p. 148). “When persecution rages, 
may harmful times some, but serves the 
purpose preserving the quality, can blessed” 
(p. 174). 
These defects the fundamentals English grammar 
and sentence-structure are constant source irrita- 
ion. ardently desired that biography, more 
worthy Father Moye, will soon written. 

Rev. Stephen McKenna, 

The Church the Immaculate Conception, 

389 East 150th Street, 

New York, 


George Country 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Jan. 15,1951. 315p. $3.50. 


another the American Folkways series this book 
briefly limns the contributions the Pennsylvania- 
Maryland-Ohio-West Virginia area, which Pitts- 
burgh the center, the American scene. And, make 
mistake about it, the Pittsylvania country makes 
fascinating study both its genesis and its composi- 
The story its development, told here only 
skeleton form, gives many clues about the peculiarities 
the region and its people today. 

The story the foundation and rise Pittsburgh 
one—outpost the westward movement, trad- 
ing center, key westward settlement, “The most 
obscure spot the Face the Globe” yet one the 
most significant the development modern America. 
Western Pennsylvania held the frontier for almost 
thirty years and the power the Indian nations was 
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broken upon the backwoodsmen who refused, though 
deserted king and colony, abandon their settle- 
ments. Tough, hard-bitten Scotch Presbyterians (and 
Pittsburgh still called the Presbyterian Rome) they 
brought their religion, tough and hard-bitten 
themselves, with them and stayed the face Indian 
savaging, traders’ intrigues, Royal opposition and 
Quaker indifference. They began the American Revo- 
lution the 1750’s when James Smith and the “Asso- 
ciators” threw the British out Fort London and set 
their own government. They built the keelboats 
that led down the Ohio the western empire, they 
engineered the Whiskey Rebellion when Congress taxed 
their only exportable commodity (Monongehela rye 
and Pittsburgh are almost synonymous), they developed 
river traffic and fought for the roads that linked their 
commerce the East. 


was Pittsylvania country that the legends Mike 
Fink and Joe Magarac saw the light day; was 
Pittsylvania that produced Jane Swisshelm and Nelly 
Bly, America’s earliest newspaper-women, Thomas Rice 
who introduced Negro minstrelsy 
world, Stephen Collins Foster, whose songs will last 
long America, Frich coke, Schwab and Carnegie 
steel, Heinz and Arbuckle and Hall, food and the 
pots and pans cook it; the and the 
The story railroads and coal and steel, the bulworks 
American technological progress, mainly the story 
Pittsburgh. 

Pittsylvanian born and reared and inter- 
ested amateur the history the region this reviewer 
somewhat disappointed the book being far too 
sketchily done present adequate story Pitts- 
burgh and its environs. justice the author how- 
ever, one must cite the magnitude the task and the 
limitations placed upon the size the book justi- 
fications for the choice method which caused the 
sketchiness and quasi-superficiality the story. Mr. 
Swetnam has chosen tell his story terms general 
statements, personages, incidents and anecdotes 
and thus can give only partial coverage. has 
chosen rather well but one regrets that has omitted 
many items which could legitimately have been in- 
cluded. The story McKeesport, which began 
racetrack resort, with lots being offered prizes, and 
ended almost solid steel town; the story poli- 
tical battles and their outcomes, the famous 1920 gas 
boom, the Mellons, Punxsutawney and Gobbler’s 
Knob and host others would have been welcome 
additions. But any author ever suffered from 
plethora material Mr. Swetnam did and certainly 
not blamed for not producing definitive treat- 
ment Pittsylvania. the whole the book ade- 
quate and not unfair (though incomplete) Pitts- 
burghers. Readers from the upper classes high school 
and should enjoy and profit it. 


Howard, Robert Conan the Conqueror 
Gnome Press. 1950. 255p. $2.75. 


The setting this tale the so-called Hyborean Age, 
postulated exist between the time Atlantis and 
the beginning the Stone Age. curious tale 
whose background melange customs and man- 
ners from many ages and cultures with vein super- 
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stition and pagan mysticism permeating the whole. 
Briefly, adventure story wherein wild bar- 
barian who has fought his way the throne king- 
dom conquered the magic wizard revived 
from death through the “Heart com- 
bination talisman and superscientific machine. Conan 
then seis out Odyssey recover the stolen jewel 
and undergoes whole series adventures which in- 
evitably lead another pitched battle which black 
magic overcome that somewhat lighter hue. 
The tale borrows heavily from the gods and practices 
ancient Egypt and Persia and its background one 
naturalistic paganism. Though would not harm 
adults there little reason recommend anyone. 


Heinlein, Robert 
The Man Who Sold the Moon 


Shasta. 1950. 288p. $3.00. 


This the first volume newly launched science 
fiction project, the Future History Series, cover the 
events the late 20th and the 21st Centuries. The 
book comprises short stories, related background but 
with different characters and dealing with different 
events. They are not written straight prophecy but 
rather sort thing with 
the “if” being possible development from some factor 
inherent our present culture and technology. 
though the stories were originally written independently 
they eventually fell into pattern continuity indi- 
cated the author tabular end-paper chart 
characters, times, events, technical and social data. 
Above all, however, these are adventure stories, most 
science fiction must be, with characters, crises and 
action but the imagination here carefully controlled 
and what postulated well within the realm pos- 
sibility. this first volume there are six stories. The 
first, deals with the possible reactions 
people machine which can predict the time 
death; the second “Let There Light”, shows what 
could happen cheap source power were be- 
come suddenly available; “The Roads Must Roll” shows 
new type transportation and the emergence tech- 
nical class which must governed stricter loyalty 
technological culture survive; “Blowups Hap- 
pen” gives picture the psychological factors in- 
volved the use atomic fission source 
power; “The Man Who Sold the Moon” shows how 
the techniques modern promotion are used finance 
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the first extra-terrestrial rocket trip for 
purposes and “Requiem” sequel which carries the 
promoter the moon the end his life. 
through all the stories thread philosophic hy. 
manism with man considered self-sufficient and 
able all things. addition “Let There Ligh; 
includes several vulgarities; the whole, however, th; 
collection may recommended adults 
tive modern science fiction the better type. 


* 


Williamson, Jack The 


Fantasy Press. 1950. 310p. $3.00. 


Here are combined two books, each long 
from the Legion Space series which 
began write some ten fifteen years ago. Th: 
Legion Space came into being during the struggles 
the Green Hall, democratic faction, again the 
Hall, imperial family, the elite corps the 
cessful democratic government. The Green Hall 
its power mysterious weapon (AKKA) guarded 
the lovely Aladoree Anthar, wife John Star, hero 
earlier AKKA the ultimate 
which can destroy any matter, its secret being kept 
one guardian only and used last resort. 


The Cometeers story Bob Star, son John and 
Aladoree, and his struggle with Steven Arcot, the 
droid synthetic human. The latter allied with 
the raiders from mysterious comet who prey 
planetary systems for their sustenance. With all the 
power the Legion broken, all the important 
captured, the three musketeers 
Samder, Jay Kalam and Giles Habibula help Bob 
overcome the Cometeers and save the system. 


The second book One Against the Legion tells the 
Chan Dervon, captain the Legion broken 
failure, and his search for the Basilisk who, 
name, terrorizing the system kidnapping 
After series daring adventures the Basilisk tum 
out obscure descendant the Purple 
trying recapture control the system. But the 
nick time and the use scientific gadgets all 
damage undone. 

the whole both stories are relatively nothing mor 
than adventure stories with scientific background and 
rather naturalistic philosophy. There is, 
little objectionable about them and they are 
for any class reader. 
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